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Cooper Library Learning 
Commons 
History 
How it all got started 
 
• Clemson Computing and  Information Technology 
(CCIT) needed a new home 
• Cooper Library seemed like the logical place 
• The Library and CCIT plan their move to the 2nd 
floor of Cooper Library with support on the main 
floor  
• Cooper Library gets the green light to build a 
Learning Commons with CCIT financial help (2010) 
 
History 
 
 
 Learning Commons 
 
 An interactive, collaborative learning, 
 environment infused with technology and 
 services to assist students with information and 
 research needs. 
History 
 
 
 
            The reference area prior to 2010… 


History 
History 
History 
2010 Learning Commons Phase I  
 
• Reference collection weeded and moved 
• 13-15 ranges 
• 1404-1620 feet of shelving/books  
• Reference desk removed 
• Tables and chairs removed 
• Carpet removed  
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2010 Learning Commons Phase I, Summer 2010 
 
• Area painted 
• New carpet 
• New Reference and Circulation desk and added the 
CCIT desk 
• More electrical outlets 
• New furniture that included tables, chairs and 
whiteboards  
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            Learning Commons Phase I completed, opened    
  in August 2010 
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Learning Commons Phase II 
 
2011-2012 Learning Commons Phase II 
 
 Phase II group was formed to fill in the gaps in the 
Learning Commons 
 Visited North Carolina State University’s Hill Library 
to tour their Learning Commons 
 Suggestion box on the reference desk asking students 
what they wanted to see in Phase II 
 Factored in observations from the reference and 
circulation desk  
 Group put together a final report for Phase II 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning Commons Phase II 
 
Learning Commons Group Report 
 
Suggestion box results:  
 50% dealt with furniture 
 18% power outlets 
 9% study rooms  
 6% more whiteboards  
 5% computers 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Learning Commons Phase II 
Large Tables 
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Learning Commons Group Report 
 
Recommendations 
 Furniture 
 Electrical outlets 
 Technology 
 Learning tools 
 Art 
 
Learning Commons Phase II 
 
Developing a plan 
 
 Decided to start with the furniture first then 
work on technology 
 Consulted with original designers about 
bringing in more furniture and power 
 Design plan was approved in the fall of 2011 
 New furniture was installed during 2011 
Christmas break 
 
Learning Commons Phase II 
 
Phase II floor plan (furniture) 
 
 Brought in 107 new seats (phase I – 88 seats, phase 
II 195 seats) 
 Larger collaborative tables 
 More “bar seating” 
 Individual study areas 
 Whiteboards 
 Diner seating 
 More power 
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Phase II floor plan (technology) 
 
 10 Macs during 2012 spring break (Adobe CS6 
Premium) 
 10 mobile whiteboards, 4 x 8 wall whiteboard 
 4 Mac Pros with dual 21 inch monitors (Adobe CS6 
master collection & Final Cut Pro) 
 20 cameras, 5 video cameras 
 10 iPads for checkout 
 Tripods, GPS, projectors, portable DVD players, and 
an external drive  
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Services 
 Writing Center satellite location in Cooper fall 
2012 
 Academic Success Center tutoring 
 Career Center??? 
 Academic Advising??? 
 Always looking for partners 
 
 
Learning Commons Phase III 
 
 
 Phase III begins in the Summer of 2013  
 
 Creation of a Digital Lab 
 
 Currently in the design phase 
  
 Opening Spring 2014 
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Learning Commons  
 
 
 
Questions? 
